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ôBut one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and    

straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the 

goal to win the prize for which God has called me  

heavenwards in  Christ Jesusõ.  Philippians 3:13 -14     

CPA Update is a mon th ly d iges t o f  news and testimony, with prayer diary, that is intended to inform, encourage members/other contacts and keep the 
communication flow going NB. Views expressed are not necessarily that of CPA Council. Please submit items for Update, including key prayer items.  Deadline is 
the 25th of the month; it will be as good as the material that comes in.  Thank you. Editor -Assistant Director Paul Bright     paul.bright@CPAuk.net   

 

Pressing On To The Prize 
Happy  New Year to you! Just before Christmas  the following clip was doing the rounds and 
reminded me just what a special job policing is!  As we head into 2012 - Olympic year,  
Diamond Jubilee,  and amidst all the challenges for individuals and the service as a whole, 
ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŜǉǳƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ 
put your hand to.  
If there is one challenge and prize in 
British policing above all others it is 
probably lasting peace  in Northern 
Ireland. CPA President and CC of PSNI 
Matt Baggott recently wrote in 
 Information (Autumn edition of 
magazine of N I Branch of CPA) and 
we reproduce it here, trusting it will 
be an encouragement  and help in  
your situation. 

Looking upwards not inwards. ΨThis is an immensely important time for the Police Service 

of Northern Ireland. With devolved policing and justice arrangements involving all political parties, 
we are seeing growing public support and more freedom and resources to plan for the long term. If 
we get it right, amongst all of the very real threats and challenges, another massive step will be 
taken towards lasting peace. A very personal Police Service, with a heart for people and the most 

vulnerable very evident in all it does, will be the inspiration and example for others to follow. I know this is  
something that many have been praying for and everyday there are more and more examples of policing making a 
difference. I am truly amazed at the commitment and courage that colleagues display everyday, in spite of continued 
danger and difficulty, and their outstanding motivation to put others first.  
 
And yet, in spite of the incredible bravery, one of the biggest hurdles to overcome within the PSNI remains a  
reluctance to embrace change even when it appears to make absolute sense to do so. Over the years, sometimes as 
a consequence of crises or the fear of things going wrong, the Police Service has allowed excessive policies, proce-
dures and complicated processes to confuse and take the place of common sense. Until recently, we were spending 
so much time writing down and justifying our actions that there was little time left to actually investigate and sup-
port victims.   (main photo: Christine Ohuruogu current Olympic 400 metres champion. Article continued next page). 

http://www.CPAuk.net
http://www.Coact.org.uk
mailto:paul.bright@CPAuk.net
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dq5R0o1zkw3g%26sns%3Dfb&h=1AQF0O6KnAQFfeYLLSoRA9B3KXw8osmwAH4bHz64ui-Bwtw
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National CPA Key Dates 2012: 
19 January 2012ς Council Meeting Leicester 11am-3pm: 27-29 April 2012-National Conference at Novotel Birmingham (open to 
all, booking forms to follow, Council Meeting 27th): Summer meeting date to follow: 12-14th Nov-Leaders Conference High Leigh 

Reaching Out, Building Bridges-Pocket Testament  
for the Police Service 

CPA have launched a nationwide appeal to raise £20k to purchase and distribute 10000 New Testaments  
including Psalms & Proverbs, with additional material especially for the police. They will be given locally and at 
special events such as The Olympics 2012, World Police & Fire Games Belfast 2013 & Commonwealth Games 
Glasgow 2014. Thank you for any support you can give either as an individual, Branch of CPA, church or other 
organisation.  Current totalτ£13485.05 Please visit  www.CPAuk.net to give online.  

 

Our very identity and purpose, to protect people at every opportunity, got somewhat lost amidst 
ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛǘǳŀƭǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǿŀǊŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΦ Lƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƧƻōΣ L ƻƴŎŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪπ
ing away and recording information for no reason but its own sake; completely irrelevant to the 
real World! For some these will be surprisingly self critical words, but if we are to fulfil our poten-
ǘƛŀƭ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛǇ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻΦ  
 

Similarly, in these important and future defining times, I find myself being personally challenged more and more 
about how the things that matter to me can get in the way of the things that matter to God! I find myself asking  
questions such as do personal prejudices such as my preferred style of music or preaching, favourite translations of 
the Bible or even dress code define my Christian outlook, rather than my love for God and kindness to others? Do I 
judge people because they do things differently even though they may share a fundamental belief in the resurrection 
ŀƴŘ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΚ Iƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Řƻ L ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ΨƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŀȅΩ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ 
leads to the exclusion of people seeking Christ and conflict with other Christians? I remember in one church a big  
argument over the replacement of 
pews with more modern chairs, so 
that visitors would be more comfort-
able and the church used creatively 
for outreach events. By the way some 
tenaciously and angrily argued for the 
status quo, you might have thought 
that sitting on pews was pre-requisite 
to being saved, rather than an  18th  
century  invention! Surely we should 
be taking every opportunity to make 
church welcoming and accessible, 
and the Gospel available in ways that 
people understand and to which they 
can relate.  
 

My own calling to Northern Ireland, 
and the fantastic prayerful support 
and confirmation when I have needed 
it, has come from across all faiths and denominations and from the unlikeliest of people. Some of their theology I can 
ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘΣ  ōǳǘ L Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ WƻƘƴ о Ǿмс ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ  ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ 
not watering down fundamental Gospel truths, this experience is showing me that God looks at the heart and not so 
ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ΨǊƛǘǳŀƭǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ΨƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǎƻǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ ŀǎ 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΩ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƻΣ Ψƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅΩΗ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŎƭǳǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
confuse our relationship with Him, or stand in the way of salvation. Likewise, when Jesus restores Peter at the end of 
WƻƘƴΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭΣ IŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀǎƪǎ tŜǘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǇǊŜ-conditions. Our relationship 
with God, each other and the people Jesus came to heal and save should define our Christianity, and not as one Chris-
ǘƛŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ǎǘŀǊƪƭȅ ǿŀǊƴǎΣ ΨǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘŀƴƛŎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎŜƭŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩΦ  όphoto source. Article concludes next page). 

http://www.CPAuk.net
http://www.london2012.com/about-us/the-people-delivering-the-games/the-nations-and-regions-group/northern-ireland.php
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We live in a society that has been broken and needs healing, and the fact that God is  
bringing people together for this time is a sign of His unfailing compassion, forgiveness and 
grace. Whilst I do not know His ultimate purposes, I am convinced the PSNI is being used to 
bring people together and as a catalyst for peace, and the CPA is part of that unfolding 
story! I am also convinced that the more we are willing to strip away the unnecessary 

things that have divided and created false pride, the more we 
will see happen. My encouragement is to continue praying and 
seeking wisdom on these matters. One particular passage of 
Scripture has been very helpful to me in my recent journey. It is 
a reminder of what is fundamentally important, our character 
and relationships, and how these are so important to our walk 
with the Lord.   
 

Ψ.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŦǊƻƳ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǇŜŀŎŜπ
able, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of right-
eousness is sown in peace by those who make 
ǇŜŀŎŜΩΦ  James 3:17-18  
 

Finally, thank you all so much for the prayers and friendship, 
and for the many  opportunities to speak at fellowships and 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ  ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ  
present, and it has been a privilege to endorse the  outstanding 
courage and commitment of many over the years. There is so 
much happening in church, between churches and involving the local police that I know something special 
ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎΗ [ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴƛǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ  ƛƴǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǳǇǿŀǊŘǎΗ Ω  Matt Baggott. 

Many branches held carol services 
and Dyfed Powys  CPA celebrated 
their first.  This was held in the bar at 
police HQ  Camarthen, with about  50 
in attendance including the command 
team.  Yes, O Little Town of  
Bethlehem sounds lovely in Welshς 
when ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ singing!  
 
(Inset Chief Insp Pete Westlake,  
CPA Regional Coordinator Wales) 

Dave Valente, Branch Leader Warwickshire writes:  We live at a time in which public services are claimed to be 
"secular". We are told the Police Service is a "secular" organisation, and cannot be seen to "promote" the Christian 

faith. I am so glad as a Police Constable I am a servant of the Crown, in particular Her Majesty the 

Queen, because if she can state the following in her Christmas Speech, then I can be encouraged to follow her lead, 
and so should Christians across the Police Service. To her speech and prayer I say a big Amen! ΨGod sent into the 
world a unique person - neither a philosopher nor a general, important though they are, but a Saviour, with the power 
to forgive. Forgiveness lies at the heart of the Christian faith. It can heal broken families, it can restore friendships and 
ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘϥǎ ƭƻǾŜΦΩ όfull speech)  


