one thing : Forgettin
straining towards what is ahead, | press on towards the
goal to win the prize for which God has called me
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Pressing On To The Prize

Happy New Year to yodust before Christmas the followingp was doing the rounds anc
reminded me just what a special job policing is! As we head into 20h@npic year,
Diamond Jubilee, and amidst all the challenges for individuals and the service as a whole,
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put your hand to.

If there is one challenge and prize |
British policing above all others it is
probably lasting peace in Northern
Ireland. CPA President and CC of P
Matt Baggott recently wrote in
Information(Autumn edition of
magazine of N | Branch of CPA) anc
we reproduce it here, trusting it will
be an encouragement and help in
your situation.

Looking upwards not inwards#his is an immensely important time for the Police Seryice

\ | of Northern Ireland. With devolved policing and justice arrangements involving all political pgrties,
we are seeing growing public support and more freedom and resources to plan for the long term. If
we get it right, amongst all of the very real threats and challenges, another massive step (will be
&L taken towards lasting peace. A very personal Police Service, with a heart for people and the mos
vulnerable very evident in all it does, will be the inspiration and example for others to follow. | know this is
something that many have been praying for and everyday there are more and more examples of policing making
difference. | am truly amazed at the commitment and courage that colleagues display everyday, in spite of continue
danger and difficulty, and their outstanding motivation to put others first.

And yet, in spite of the incredible bravery, one of the biggest hurdles to overcome within the PSNI remains a
reluctance to embrace change even when it appears to make absolute sense to do so. Over the years, sometimes
a consequence of crises or the fear of things going wrong, the Police Service has allowed excessive policies, pr¢
dures and complicated processes to confuse and take the place of common sense. Until recently, we were spendi
so much time writing down and justifying our actions that there was little time left to actually investigate anf sup-
port victims. (main photo: Christine Ohuruogu current Olympic 400 metres champion. Article continued next page).

CRAUpdateisamonthlydigestof news andtestimony, with prayer diary, that is intended to inform, encourage members/other contac@nd keep the
communicationflow goingNB. Views expressed are not necessarily that of CPA C&laadesubmit items for Update, including key prayer items. Deadline is
the 25th of the month; it will be as goodasthe material that comesin. Thank you. EditeAssistant Director Paul Brightpaul.bright@CPAuk.net
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Our very identity and purpose, to protect people at every opportunity, got somewhat lost amidst
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J ing away and recording information for no reason but its own sake; completely irrelevant to the
real World! For some these will be surprlsmgly self crltlcal words, but if we are to fulfil our poten-
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Similarly, in these important and future defining times, | find myself being personally challenged more and mor:
about how the things that matter to me can get in the way of the things that matter to God! | find myself asking
questions such as do personal prejudices such as my preferred style of music or preaching, favourite translations
the Bible or even dress code define my Christian outlook, rather than my love for God and kindness to others? D
judge people because they do things differently even though they may share a fundamental belief in the resurrectio
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leads to the exclusion of people seeking Christ and conflict with other Christians? | remember in one church a big
argument over the replacement of
pews with more modern chairs, ¢
that visitors would be more comfor
able and the church used creative
for outreach events. By the way sor
tenaciously and angrily argued for tl
status quo, you might have thoug
that sitting on pews was preequisite
to being saved, rather than an 18th
century invention! Surely we sho
be taking every opportunity to mak
church welcoming and accessilZ .
and the Gospel available in ways tijiees
people understand and to which the
can relate.

and confirmation when | have needet :

it, has come from across all faiths and denominations and from the unlikeliest of people Some of their theology | ce
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not watering down fundamental Gospel truths, this experience is showing me that God looks at the heart and not S
YdzOK G 2dzNJ WNAR{GdzZ f aQd ¢KS OFff G2 WwWiz2@0S GKS [ 2NR
@2dzZNESE FQ R2S& y20 AyOfdzRS GKS LINP@GAA2I W2yteée AF (K
confuse our relationship with Him, or stand in the way of salvation. Likewise, when Jesus restores Peter at the end
W2KyQa D2allStx IS aAvLie |aila tSiaSN 2céndifiorsaOur rdaddship y R
with God, each other and the people Jesus came to heal and save should define our Christianity, and not as one Ct
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National CPA Key Dates 2012:

19 January 2012Council Meeting Leicester 11a8pm:27-29 April 2012National Conference at Novotel Birmingham (open to
all, booking forms to follow, Council Meeting 27th): Summer meeting date to foll2s44th NovLeaders Conference High Leigh


http://www.CPAuk.net
http://www.london2012.com/about-us/the-people-delivering-the-games/the-nations-and-regions-group/northern-ireland.php

We live in a society that has been broken and needs healing, and the fact that God is
#\ bringing people together for this time is a sign of His unfailing compassion, forgiveness an
grace. Whilst I do not know His ultimate purposes, | am convinced the PSNI is being used

story! | am also convinced that the more we are willing to strip away the unnecessary

things that have divided and created false pride, the more we

will see happen. My encouragement is to continue praying and

seeking wisdom on these matters. One particular passage of

Scripture has been very helpful to me in my recent journey. It is

a reminder of what is fundamentally important, our character

and relationships, and how these are so important to our walk

with the Lord.
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able, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good

fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of right-

eousness is sown in peace by those who make
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Hnally, thank you all so much for the prayers and friendship,

and for the many opportunities to speak at fellowships and
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present, and it has been a privilege to endorse the outstanding

courage and commitment of many over the years. There is so

much happening in church, between churches and involving the local police that | know something speci
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Many branches held carol services
and Dyfed Powys CPA celebrated
their first. This was held in the bar a
police HQ Camarthen, with about
in attendance including the comman
team. YesO Little Town of
Bethlehensounds lovely in Welgh
wheni K S 8ingiNgd
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(Inset Chief Insp Pete Westlake,
CPA Regional Coordinator Wales)

Dave Valente, Branch Leader Warwickshire writ¥g: live at a time in which public services are claimed to be
"secular". We are told the Police Service is a "secular" organisation, and cannot be seen to "promote" the Christian

faith. | am so glad as a Police Constdb&m a servant of the Crowm particular Her Majesty the

Queen, because if she can state the following in her Christmas Speech, then | can be encouraged to follow her lead
and so should Christians across the Police Service. To her speech and pagyaibig Amen&od sent into the

world a unique personneither a philosopher nor a general, important though they are, but a Saviour, with the power

to forgive. Forgiveness lies at the heart of the Christian faith. It can heal broken families, it can restore friendships al
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